CONTEMPORARY ISSUES STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES CHECKLIST

(Also “I” with “W”, “Y”, “D”, and/or “O” codes)      (October, 2008 Version)

General requirements for Contemporary Issues courses

❒
All Contemporary Issues courses must be upper division courses.
❒
Students are required to have junior class standing (min. 54 cr.) and have completed all General

Education Knowledge Area requirements. Although Contemporary Issues courses should not have specific prerequisites, a lower division Knowledge Area course in the same discipline that is available to all students may be required with the approval of the General Education committee.

Students in Contemporary Issues courses must achieve all the following student learning outcomes
In the spaces provided below each checked outcome describe how course instruction will be designed to achieve and assess these outcomes. You may append additional information if needed. Contemporary Issues courses are coded “I” if approved in Fall 2003 or later. 
❒
Analyze a major issue with contemporary and enduring human significance, bringing in perspectives that have an important bearing on the issue(s) from more than one of the following Knowledge Areas: Fine Arts, Humanities, Natural Sciences and Social Sciences.

❒
Recognize and articulate relationships between different Knowledge Areas.

❒
Locate, evaluate and synthesize information from a variety of sources (outcome IL3).

❒
Develop and defend well-reasoned arguments.

❒
Write a major research paper with at least one opportunity for feedback and revision OR
demonstrate mastery of the course issue(s) in some equivalent manner as determined by the

instructor.

Contemporary Issues course instructors are encouraged to include instruction in one or two (maximum) of the following three student learning outcomes. 

Please check below any outcomes for which you are requesting approval and describe how the course will provide instruction in and assess that/those particular outcome(s).

1. Perspectives on Women:

NOTE:  As of Fall 2009, there will be two types of courses in the Perspectives on Women area. The “WY” courses will provide instruction in oral communication and meet the outcomes for this area. The courses coded “W” will not provide instruction in oral communications but will meet the Perspectives on Women outcomes and requirement. SLN and other on-line courses can bear the “W” code but not the “Y” code.
❒
W1

Perspectives on Women courses allow students to demonstrate knowledge of scholarship on women within a relevant knowledge area, with such scholarship constituting a central or major theme of the course, as opposed to a peripheral or occasional consideration. Scholarship on women is defined as a critical awareness of gender issues within the knowledge area.  Courses are coded either “W” or “WY”.
Check one of the two boxes immediately below:
❒For “W” courses – Instruction in Oral Communications outcomes is not required. Courses already coded “Y” must have approval of the General Education Committee to switch to the “W” code.
❒ For “WY” courses -- Oral communication outcomes:  In addition to the above outcomes, all courses coded “Y” are required to meet the oral communication outcomes. Please describe how this course will provide students with the opportunity to develop proficiency in oral discourse AND evaluate an oral presentation according to established criteria.  

2.  Diversity:

❒
RE1

analyze social conflicts, prejudices, and/or intolerance relevant to a contemporary setting, and arising from such issues as racism, ethnicity, religious affiliation, sexual orientation, class, etc. These concerns shall constitute a major or central theme of the course, as opposed to a peripheral or occasional consideration. Courses are coded “D.”

Diversity (cont.)

 Please check any student learning outcomes for which you are requesting approval. In the space provided below that/those checked outcome(s), describe how course instruction will be designed to achieve these outcomes. Also, state briefly how you will assess that particular student learning outcome in your course. You may append additional information if needed. The following student learning outcomes may be included in any General Education course (except American History and Western Civilization). Any course approved for “O” can also be counted as a “C” course for students on older General Education Programs.

3.  Other World Civilizations (Non-Western):
❒
O1

demonstrate knowledge of either a broad outline of world history OR the distinctive features of the history, institutions, economy, society and culture of one non-Western civilization  

AND


O2

compare the perspective of at least one non-Western, third world or developing society with

their own. Courses coded “O.”
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