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Dr. Davila Presents: 
“Islamofascism”  

 

by Caitlin Johnson ‘10 
 
I attended the “Islamofascism” lecture not really 
knowing what to expect, what sort of views Dr. 
Davila would have on the subject, or how I would 
react.  But as soon as he started speaking I became 
immediately interested in everything he had to say, 
and found that I share many of the same points of 
view with him.  Dr. Davila really clarified many 
issues that we face in society and government today, 
and I found the whole lecture a very enlightening and 
educational experience.   
 
Before the lecture began everyone was welcome to 
foods such as baklava, spanikopita, falafel, and 

dolmades.  We listened to music from the Arabic 
world while viewing a slide show of varied persons 
from different places in the world that include Arabic 
persons, such as the U S, Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Australia, India, Egypt, and Nigeria.  Dr. Davila 
began his lecture with the statement that society 
needs positive images of the Islamic world, not just 
the image of a world driven by crisis.  The vulgar 
discussion masquerading as public debate is aimed at 
manipulating the public to support policies that 
would not be tolerated otherwise.  These discussions, 
which are said to be “honest” and “frank,” are 
misleading to the American public in that the Islamic 
world is described only as violent, ungovernable, 
fanatic, inherently extremist, and with a history of 
warfare.  Dr. Davila pointed out that engineered 
language has been, and is currently, used to tilt public 
opinion toward policies that are actually contrary to 
the public good.   
 
Dr. Davila used three main discussion points: the 
concepts of the “Axis of Evil,” “The War on Terror” 
or “War on Terrorism,” and “Islamofascism.” The 
term “Islamofascism,” for example, defies any 
sensible definition as the two word components are 
complete opposites of one another.  Despite this, Dr. 
Davila explained, the President has used the term on 
three separate occasions to describe political 
authoritarianism and connect it to Jihad groups.  Dr. 
Davila contrasted Fascism with Jihad Islam.  Fascism 
includes the elements of extreme nationalism, 
subordination of the individual to the state, 
“modernism” and “progress,” and the merging of 
corporate and state power.  Jihad Islam, on the other 
hand, includes the Umma, which is their communal 
identity, the state and individual subordination to 
God,  the idealized past as a model for the future and 
open market socialism.  He concluded with the 
conviction that the term “Islamofascism” is a 
distortion and misinterpretation, used to inflame 
emotions and prejudices, to obscure underlying 
problems that need to be addressed, and to evoke 
older stereotypes of the Islamic world. Professor 
Davila then urged the audience to become aware of 
how our minds are subtly influenced by engineered 
linguistics every day.   
 
I thought Dr. Davila made a lot of good points 
throughout the whole lecture, and definitely opened 
my eyes to how we have to be careful in what we 
listen to and absorb in the media; we have to be 
aware and be able to distinguish distortion from truth 
and reality.     
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Tower of London (Above, Left) and the Palace of  
Westminster (Above) were two of the sites visited  

during the London Study Abroad Program.  The students 
had the unique opportunity to attend a session of the 

House of Commons, including hearing some remarks from 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
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The whole group in front of the Tower of London! Colorful side street in Notting Hill 

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre on the banks of the River Thames 

Chris and Paul posing inside Cambridge 
University 
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