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American Political Systems

Dr. Dena Levy

Office:
FOB 231

Email: dlevy@brockport.edu


Office Phone: 395-5671

Office Hours: Mondays 2:30-3:30, Wednesdays 2:30-4:30 and by appointment.

Any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements, should contact the instructor as soon as possible so that the necessary accommodations can be made.

I.  Purpose


The purpose of this course is to go beyond a basic knowledge of the U.S. Government and its branches to an understanding of how, when, and why the branches, the public, organized groups, the press, and the bureaucracy work together.  To that end, you will be expected to be aware of current events, especially relating to American politics.  In this course I want you to become an educated consumer of American political coverage.  This means that by the end of the course you will know the functions and behavioral patterns of the major governmental structures and actors.  It also means you will be able to critically, but not necessarily cynically, assess coverage of those patterns.

II.  Grading
4 exams (including final) – 25% each

Paper Substitution Option – 25% 

You have the option of substituting one 6-8 page paper for one exam (excluding the final).  The papers will be due at the beginning of class-time on the date of the exam.  No late papers will be accepted.  If you wish to substitute a paper for an exam, you must choose the exam and notify me by September 4th.  There are a limited number of slots available for each exam (in other words, only about 30 people per exam may make the substitution).  Once you have decided to take this option, you may not switch back to taking the exam.  The paper will be worth the same weight as the exam – 25%.  

We will be doing regular simulations throughout the course of the semester.  I will divide the class into two groups (A and B) in order to make this a more meaningful experience.  You are required to attend and participate in the simulation for your assigned group.  

III.  Readings

Morris P. Fiorina and Paul E. Peterson.  The New American Democracy. 

W. Robert Gump and James R. Woodworth. Atlantis: Role Playing Simulations for the Study of American Politics.
IV.  Attendance

I should be notified of any and all excused absences before they occur unless it is an emergency.  If you are absent (without an excuse) more than 4 times, your final grade will be lowered by one third of a grade for each  grade (ie: from A to A-) for each additional class missed.  

V.  Schedule*

Section 1 -- The Beginnings: the Constitution, and Federalism

8/26:

Introductions and Overview

8/28-30:
The Constitution and Structure of Government

chapters 1 and 2

9/2:

No class – Labor Day
9/4-6:

Federalism




chapter 3

9/9-13:

Simulation 1



9/9 – Group A



9/11 – Group B



9/13 – Assessment

Section 2 -- The Social Context of American Politics

9/16:

Who Are We?

chapter 4

Section 3 -- Outside DC: the Electorate, Public Opinion, and Voting

9/18-20:
Participation, Ideology and Public Opinion

chapters 5, 6

EXAM 1 – September 23th 

Section 4
The Linkages to DC: Parties, Interest Groups and the Media
9/25:

Interest Groups  

chapter 7

9/27:
 
Political Parties




chapter 8

9/30-10/4:
Simulation 3



9/30 – Group A



10/2 – Group B



10/4 - Assessment

EXAM 2 – October 11

Section 5 – Campaigns and Elections

10/16-18:
Media




chapter 9

10/21-23:
Presidential Elections




chapter 10

10/25-28:
Congressional Elections




chapter 11

Section 6 – Governmental Institutions 

10/30-11/1:
Congress




chapter 12

11/4-8:

Simulation 6



11/4 – Group A



11/6 – Group B



11/8 – Assessment

EXAM 3 – November 11th

10/13-15:
Presidency




chapter 13

11/18-20:
Courts




chapter 15

Section 7 – Individual versus Group Rights
11/22:

Civil Liberties




chapter 16

11/25:

Civil Rights





chapter 17

11/27-29:  No Classes – Thanksgiving Break

12/2-6 

Simulation 7 and 8



12/2 – Group A



12/4 – Group B


12/6 - Assessment

Final Exam

*DISCLAIMER:  This schedule is subject to change with notice. 
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