Political Science Research Methods

PLS 303

Dr. Dena Levy

Office:
FOB 231

Email: dlevy@brockport.edu


Office Phone: 395-5671

Office Hours: Mondays 2:30-3:30, Wednesdays 2:30-4:30 and by appointment.

Any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements, should contact the instructor as soon as possible so that the necessary accommodations can be made.

Purpose

This course provides an overview of the many methods employed by political scientists to answer questions about social phenomena.  We begin by asking whether the study of politics can be considered a question.  We then move to establishing the procedures for asking and answering research questions.  The remainder of the semester is devoted to examining the various approaches that are used by political scientists including surveys, experiments and statistics.  This is one of the foundation courses for the political science major.  This class provides you with a set of “tools” that can be employed in the substantive courses in the major.  It provides you with a solid understanding of how those in the discipline produce scholarship that you will be studying in all of the remaining classes within the major.

Course Requirements

A.  4 tests (including final) – 20% each 

B.  Homework – 20%

A. All tests will be in-class and worth 15% of your final grade.  

B. You will have frequent (weekly) homework for this course.  The only way to successfully learn this material is to with hands-on practice.  There will be occasional in-class group activities as well.  Assignments must be handed-in at the beginning of the class when they are due.  No late assignments will be accepted.  

Required Books

There are two books assigned for this course.  They are available at the Barnes and Noble campus bookstore and Liftbridge Book Store in the village.


Janet Johnson and Richard Joslyn. Political Science Research Methods.


Marcus Ethridge. The Political Research Experience.
Course Outline and Reading Schedule

This is a tentative outline of lecture topics.  I will do my best to keep to this schedule, however, changes will no doubt need to be made due to class interests, etc.  You will be notified of any such changes in class.  Dates indicate when readings are due.

August 26.

Overview
August 28-30.

Introduction


J&J chapter 1 – homework problems: 1 & 2 due September 4



Etheridge chapter 1

September 2. 

no class – Labor Day
September 4-6.
Is Political Science a Science?



J&J chapter 2 – homework problems: 1, 3, 4 due September 6

September 9-13
Hypotheses, Concepts and Variables



J&J chapter 3 – homework problems: 3 & 4 due September 13

September 16-20
Measurement



J&J chapter 4 – homework problems: 3&5 due September 20



Etheridge chapter 4, Excerpt 5

September 25 – Exam 1

September 27-October 4
Research Design



J&J chapter 5 – homework problems: 1, 4, 5 due October 4

October 7-11

Sampling



J&J chapter 7 – homework problems: 1, 2, 4, 5, 9 due October 11



Etheridge chapter 8

October 14

No class – Fall Break

October 18 - Exam 2

October 21-23
Empirical Observation



J&J chapter 8

October 25-30 
 Content Analysis



J&J chapter 9 – homework problems: TBA due October 30



Etheridge chapter 7

November 1-6
Surveys


J&J chapter 10 – homework problems: 6 & 9 due November 6



Etheridge chapter 5, Excerpt 7

November 11 – Test 3


November 13-15
Univariate Statistics 



J&J chapter 11 – homework problems: 1-6 due November 15



Ethridge chapter 10

November 18-22
Bivariate Statistics



J&J chapter 12 – homework problems: 1-4, 8, 11 due November 25



Etheridge chapter 11

November 27-29
No class – Thanksgiving
December 2-6

Multivariate Statistics



J&J chapter 13 – homework problems: 1-3 due December 6



Etheridge chapter 12, Excerpt 16
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