Congressional Politics

Dr. Dena Levy

Office:
FOB 231

Email: dlevy@brockport.edu


Office Phone: 395-5671

Office Hours: MW 1:30-2:30; T 10:00-12:00 and by appointment.

Any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements, should contact the instructor as soon as possible so that the necessary accommodations can be made.

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the concepts and theoretical tools that are typically used in analyzing legislative bodies and legislation.  Our focus will be on the U.S. Congress, though we may occasionally consider legislatures from other nations.  We will examine how individuals get elected to office, the relationship between representatives and their constituents, how and why members behave in office, the relationship between Congress and other external actors (including the executive branch and interest groups) and what kind of impact Congress has on policymaking.  On the whole, the public has become increasingly distrustful of government with Congress bearing the brunt of society’s antagonism.  Throughout the course of the semester we will return to exploring why this is the case and whether (and how) that can be changed.

Course Requirements
A.
Midterm and Final

25% each

B. 
Term Paper


30%

C.
Simulation Activities

15%

D.
Readings/Presentations
  5%

A. The exams will both be in-class.  They will consist of short answer questions and an essay.  The exams will cover lecture/discussion and reading materials.

B. Your term paper will explore a representative’s district-D.C. connection   At the beginning of the semester you will select a representative who is currently in office and has been there for at least 3 terms.  In essence, you are to link the congressional behavior of your chosen representative with his/her district.  This connection is at the heart of the concept of representation, a fundamental component to our democratic system.  The paper is to be 10-15 pages, double-spaced.  The paper assignment is attached at the end of the syllabus.  

C. We will be running an election simulation throughout the course of the semester.  Simulation activities will generally take place during the last hour of class on Wednesdays.  There will be two basic groups – the media and candidates.  Activities will include both short written assignments as well as interactive activities.  In order for this to work, you must attend these sessions.  Missing more than 1 simulation will result in a half grade reduction (ie: A to A-).  The list of activities will be handed out when role assignments are made.
D. Because this course will, in part, be run as a seminar it is imperative that students do the reading.  I reserve 5% of your grade for reading accountability.  This can be in different forms – pop quizzes (if I feel it necessary), short writing assignments based on the reading (both in and outside of class), and presentations based on the reading assignments.  
Required Books

There are four books assigned for this course.  They are all available at the bookstore on campus. 

Mayhew, David. Congress, the Electoral Connection.

Dewhirst, Robert and Sunil Ahuja.  The Road to Congress 2000.
Moen, Matthew C. and Gary W. Copeland. The Contemporary Congress.
Weisberg, Herbert F., Eric S. Heberlig and Lisa M. Campoli. 1999. Classics in Congressional Politics.
Course Outline and Reading Schedule
This is a tentative outline of lecture topics.  I will do my best to keep to this schedule, however, changes will no doubt need to be made due to class interests, etc.  You will be notified of any such changes in class.  Dates indicate when readings are due.

August 27.
Introductions, course requirements & goals.

September 29.  Overview of functions of a legislature and Representation.  Simulation Assignments.


Moen, Chapter 1.


Weisberg, Chapter5

September 3.  No class.

September 5-10. Origins of the Modern Congress.


Moen, Chapter 2


Weisberg, Chapter 2

Sept 19 – Email top 3 choices for term paper

September 17-24.  Electoral rules, Elections and Campaign Finance

Moen, Chapter 3 (9/17)


Dewhirst, Select a chapter (other than mine!) (9/19)

Weisberg, Chapter 11 (9/24)

October 1-8 Members’ Goals 
Mayhew, all. (Oct. 1)

Weisberg, Chapter 7 and 13 (Oct 3)

October 10. Midterm Exam

NO CLASS – OCTOBER 15

October 17-24. Committees in Congress 

Moen, Chapter 5.


Weisberg, Chapters 17, 18 and 19 (October 22)



Jennifer, Paul, Timothy – chapter 17



James, Tara – Chapter 18



Mark, Ray – Chapter 19

October 29-November 5. Parties in Congress (Powerful or Powerless?)

Moen, chapter 6.


Weisberg, chapters 21-23 (divided readings)



Jennifer, James, Mark – chapter 21



Tara, Paul – chapter 22



Ray, Timothy – chapter 23

November 7-12. Decision-making and Floor Voting

Moen, Chapter 8.


Weisberg, chapters 25-27 (divided readings)



James, Timothy – chapter 25



Tara, Ray – chapter 26



Jennifer, Mark, Paul – chapter 27

November 14-19.  Congress and the Executive Branch
Moen, Chapter 9.


Other readings TBA

November 21.  No class – Thanksgiving.
November 26-28.  Congress and Interest Groups


ERES – “Interest Groups and the Legislative Process”


Other readings TBA

December 5 – Term Paper Due

December 3-5. Congress and the Budget.


ERES – “Congress and Budget Politics”
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