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The purpose of this course is to survey the intellectual, philosophic and political history of the West, beginning with classical Greek thought of the 4th century B.C. and ending with 19th century critical thought of the modern liberal movement.  First, the course will examine the basic foundation of all Western thought as taught by Plato and Aristotle, including such issues as man’s relationship and obligation to the polis, his nature and order within himself and the belief in higher, unchanging truths.

 


Second, the course will provide a brief examination of the next major transition in political philosophy, namely, the transition from reason top revelation.  This section will be covered primarily with a general lecture and some class discussion.  The purpose of this section is to demonstrate some of the stronger similarities between the ancients and the medievals, as well as their stark contrast from the modern philosophic movement that was to follow.

 


Finally, the course focuses on the modern period with its dramatic break from both the ancients and the medievals, its celebration of the individual and his rights, his altered perception of society and his subsequent obligations and expectations to that society.

 


Such tasks will require careful textual analysis of the primary political works of the classical and modern periods.  Students are required to do all readings listed on the syllabus for each day, as well as be prepared for discussion in class.  With the support of the text, students are encouraged to develop their analytical skills by examining and challenging the basic tenets put forth by these theorists.

 

REQUIREMENTS
The following is a list of required books for the course: 

 The Republic


Plato

Euthyphro, Apology, Crito
Plato

The Prince


Machiavelli

The Leviathan


Thomas Hobbes

On Liberty


John Stuart Mill

 

EXAMINATIONS

 

There will be two exams given during the course of the term:  the first exam will be on March 7, 2003 and will consist of short answer questions and essays.  This exam will make up 1/3 of the student’s final grade.  The final examination is the second exam and it will be held during final exam week, May 12-16, 2003.  The exact date of the exam will be announced later in the term.  This exam will also make up 1/3 of the student’s final grade.

 

  PAPERS

 

Students are required to write one analytical paper, five to six pages in length.  Topics will be assigned by the professor based upon selected readings in class. Selected paper topics will be passed out two weeks prior to due date. The paper will make up 1/3 of the student’s final grade.  The paper will be due on April 9, 2003.  Papers will be marked down a half of a grade for each class late.  No papers will be accepted one week after the due date, unless other arrangements have been made with the professor.

 


Although class participation is not formally calculated into the grade compilation, it will have an impact on the final grade if the student is between two grades.  Moreover, students will be expected to have done all of the reading assigned for each class.  If a pattern develops whereby students are not prepared for class, surprise quizzes will be given and/or writing assignments based upon the readings.

 


Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis.  Chronic absenteeism will impact a student’s final grade, especially if the student is between two grades.

 


Students are expected to be present for all exams.  If a student cannot make it to an exam, a medical note must be provided.  Please leave a message on my answering machine, 395-5093 or call Marci Stickles, the department secretary at 395-2584. 

 

DISABILITY STATEMENT

 


I would appreciate hearing from anyone in this class who has a special need that may be the result of a disability.  I am reasonably sure we can work out whatever arrangement is necessary, be it special seating, testing, or other accommodation.  See me after class or during my office hours, as soon as possible.

 

SYLLABUS

 

January 27

Syllabus handout.  Discussion of course goals.

 

January 29, 31

What is political philosophy?  General lecture.

Film on the Ancient Greeks.

 

February 3

The Apology (first half)

 

February 5, 7

The Apology (finish book)

 

February 10, 12

The Crito
 

February 14

The Republic, Book 7, 514a-521a.  Book 1.

 

February 17

Book 1

 

February 19

Book 2

 

February 21

Books 2, 3

 

February 24

Books 3, 4

 

February 26

Books 4,5

 

February 28

Books 5, 6

 

March 3

Books 6,7

 

March 5

Books 7,8

 

March 7

EXAMINATION #1

 

March 10

Book 8

 

March 12

Book 9

 

March 14

Book 10 and some final thoughts.

 

March 17, 19, 21

Midterm Break.  No classes.

 

March 24

Handout on Aristotle from The Politics.
 
March 26

General Lecture – Transition to the Middle Ages.

 

March 28

Machiavelli, The Prince, ch. 15 and the Dedicatory Letter.

 

March 31

The Prince, ch. 1-7.
 
April 2

No classes. Scholar’s day.

 

April 4

Chs. 1-7 continued.

 

April 7, 9

Chs. 7-16.  Papers are due on April 9th. 

 

April 11, 14

Chs. 16-26.

 

April 16

Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan,  part 1, chs. 10, 11, 13.

 

April 18

Hobbes, chs. 14-16.

 

April 21

Hobbes, chs. 17-18.

 

April 23

Hobbes, ch. 19, 22.

 

April 25

Hobbes, chs. 26-29.  Handout.

 

April 28, 30

Hobbes, Chs. 26-29 and handout discussion.

 

May 2

Declaration of Independence

 

May 5, 7, 9

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty
 
May 12-16

Final Exam Period.  Final exam date to be announced.

 

