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The purpose of this course is to examine the early period of the United States, commonly referred to as “The Founding.”  It was during the period from approximately 1750-1790 that the founding principles of the Republic were articulated in such documents as the Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, the Constitutional debates and various newspaper articles.  From the onset, these documents revealed the grand political and philosophic experiment being carried out by this new nation; an experiment that had yet to be carried out by any other nation at the time.  Moreover, the experiment was being guided by radically new philosophic principles that had only been applied on the written page and not in contemporary politics.  Thus, this period marks one of the most ambitious and dangerous times in the history of political society.

 


In order to understand the truly revolutionary nature of this period, we will study a wide variety of documents outlining the basic foundation of what is uniquely American Political Thought, namely, The Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, The Convention Debates, and the Federalist Papers.  Not only will these documents help to demonstrate and clarify the founding principles and goals of this young country, but show their connection to the enlightenment and Puritan traditions.  After examining the controversial issues of slavery, religion, representation and the powers of an executive, we will then look to see whether the American experiment has worked, namely, whether or not the goals of the Founding Fathers have been achieved.  Where they have, we will attempt to explain and understand their success and where they have not, we will attempt to identify the social forces that have either prevented their goals from being actualized or have revealed a better alternative.  By the end of the term, it is hoped that students will not only understand the struggles, fears and ambitions that were all present in the creation of this experimental republic and the subsequent years to follow.  This last goal will come to fruition with the reading of Lincoln at Gettisburg.
 

BOOKS

 

The Federalist Papers, Hamilton, Madison and Jay

Essays on the Making of the Constitution, Leonard W. Levy

The Anti-Federalist,  Herbert J. Storing

Notes of Debates in the Federal convention of 1787, James Madison

The Radicalism of the American Revolution,  Gordon S. Wood

Lincoln at Gettysburg, Gary Wills

Founding Brothers, Joseph Ellis

 

EXAMINATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

 


There will be two examinations during the course of the semester.  The first exam will be on February 28, 2003 and will be worth 1/3 of the student’s total grade.  The second exam, which is also the final exam, will be given during the final exam week and it will also be worth 1/3 of the student’s grade.  Students are expected to be present for all exams unless I have been notified otherwise.  On such an exam day, any sickness resulting in absenteeism must be accompanied by a medical note.

 


The last 1/3 of the student’s grade will come from a simulation debate that deals with select topics of representation, the powers of the executive, etc.   Here, students will be assigned to a particular viewpoint on one of the critical issues discussed at the Constitutional Convention. Information will be based upon the readings for class.  Students will act as if they are representatives at the Convention, raising their concerns about the new proposals and their long-term effects or arguing conversely, for the need of said proposal.  Students will receive a combined grade for their oral presentation as well as a three page written summary of their position, due on the day of their presentation.  Written reports must be handed in on the day of the debates unless arranged otherwise.

 

DISABILITY STATEMENT

 


I would appreciate hearing from anyone in this class who has a special need that may be the result of a disability.  I am reasonably sure we can work out whatever arrangement is necessary, be it special seating, testing, or other accommodations.  See me after class, or during my office hours, as soon as possible.

 

CALENDAR

 

January  27

Handout syllabus; discussion of goals.

 

January 29, 31

Discussion of the history of political theory; the classical and modern traditions.  Discuss the Lock handout.

 

February 3

Discuss Locke handout.  Puritan life and early settlers.

 

February 5, 7

Discuss Puritan handouts;   Winthrop piece.

 

 

February 10, 12, 14

Puritan ideology and legacy; pre-revolutionary America.

Wood’s Radicalism of the American Revolution, Book 1.

 

February 17, 19

Wood, Book II.

Lecture on Jefferson from The American Sphinx
 

February 21, 24

Handout on Jefferson, “Summary View of the Rights of British America”

 

February 26

Declaration of Independence

 

February 28

Examination #1

 

March 3

Worries about the Convention;  In Levy text;  Warren article, “Fears of Disunion,” and Jensen, “The Idea of a National Government During the Revolution.”

 

March 5, 7

Slavery Issue;  Jefferson letters (handout);  Convention Debates, June 11, 30, July 6, 11, 13,  August, 21,22, 24, 25, 28, 29, September 10, 13, 15,  Founding Brothers, ch. 3.

 

March 10   

FEDERALIST VS. ANTI-FEDERALISTS;  DEBATE #1

 

March 12, 14

Federalist Papers, 1-10, 12.  Founding Brothers, ch. 4.

 

March 17, 19, 21

No classes.  Spring Break

 

March 24, 26, 28

Federalist Papers 15-29, 37-46

“The Anti-Federalists” (Storing)  Read introduction and essays by a Farmer from Maryland, Patrick Henry from Virginia and Melancton Smith from New York.

 

March 31

ECONOMIC ISSUE – DEBATE #2

 

April 2

Beard, “The Economic Interpretation of the Constitution.”

Brown, “The Beard Thesis Attacked – A Political Approach.”

McDonald, “The Beard Thesis Attacked, II”

Main, “The Beard Thesis Defended.”

 

April 4, 7

Religion.   Wood, Book 3. Letters from Agrippa 1-9 (in Storing book)

Franklin handout.

 

April 9

SEPARATION OF POWERS – DEBATE #3

 

April 11, 14

Convention Debates of June 2, 4, 6, 7, 19, 20, 28, 29 July 20, 21, and August 15.  Federalist Papers 47-51.  Anti-Federalists, Essays of Brutus, XVI.  The address of the Pennsylvania Minority, p. 201-223.

 

April 16

Founding Brothers,  preface.

 

April 18, 21

Founding Brothers,  chapters 5-6.

 

April 23

REPRESENTATION – DEBATE #4

 

April 25

Convention Debates June 7, Federalist 10, 52-63.

 

April 28

EXECUTIVE  - DEBATE #5

 

April 30

Federalist papers 67-77,  Convention Debates June 1,2, 4, 5, 9, 18, July 17-19, 24-26.  August 20-24. September 4-10. 

 

May 2, 5

THE JUDICIARY – Convention Debates June 5, 13; July 18, 21, 26; August 15, 17.  Federalist Papers 37, 78-84.

Anti-Federalists, Essays of Brutus, XI-XIII, Federal Farmer III, IV

 

May 7, 9

Wills, Lincoln at Gettysburg
 

Final Exam is to be announced.  Exam period begins during the week of May 12-16.   

