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Course Requirements:  There will be three, class-long exams.  The first exam will take place on Wednesday, February 26th; the second exam, on Monday, April 7th; and the third exam, during exam week, May 12th - 16th.  There will be, in addition, six quizzes on assigned readings.  The first two are scheduled for Wednesday, February 5th and Monday, February 17th. Your instructor will take the student’s higher score on these two quizzes and count it as twenty-five percent of his or her first exam result.  Your instructor will follow a similar procedure with the subsequent four reading quizzes which will take place on Wednesday, March 12th and Monday, March 31st (better score applied to students’ second exam) and Monday, April 21st and Monday, May 5th (better score applied to students’ third exam).  


Each exam will constitute 20 percent of the final course grade.  


Students will complete seven empirical exercises in Public Opinion Using MicroCase ExplorIt by Stephanie Greco Larson.  These exercises will constitute 25 percent of the final course grade.


Most Fridays students will participate in debates.  The notes which they prepare prior to each of the debates will constitute 5 percent of the final course grade.
Class Activities Your instructor will arrange class discussions in which students can participate.   Students may earn a maximum of 10 percent of the final course grade in extra credit points through these class activities. He will evaluate students’ performances according to the following criteria drawn from Edward G. Clarke’s article “Grading Seminar Performance.”


1. Content Mastery: The student must evidence an understanding of the facts, concepts, and theories presented in the assigned readings...  



2. Communication Skills: The student must be able to inform others in an intelligent manner about what he or she knows.  Ideas must be communicated clearly and persuasively.  Communication skills include listening to others and understanding what they have said, responding appropriately, asking questions in a clear manner, avoiding rambling discourses or class domination, using proper vocabulary pertinent to the discussion, building on the ideas of others, etc.


3. Synthesis/Integration: Students must illuminate the connections between the material under consideration and other bodies of knowledge....


4. Creativity: Students must demonstrate that they have mastered the basic material and have gone on to produce their own insights. ... Students must go beyond the obvious, by bringing their own beliefs and imagination to bear.  Creativity may be displayed by showing further implications of the material, by applying it to a new field, by finding new ways of articulating or setting the materials which produce significant insights, etc.


5. Valuing: The student should be able to identify the values inherent in the materials studied...

An Advance Warning If a student misses any of the exams without a medical excuse validated by a physician or hospital, he or she will have to take a make-up test and write a ten-page paper on a topic in comparative politics chosen by the instructor.  If the student does not write this paper, he or she will lose 25 points on the make-up exam.


There will be NO make-up readings quizzes.

A Note on Plagiarism The American College Dictionary defines plagiarism as “.... copying or imitating the language, ideas, and thoughts of another author and passing off the same as one’s original work.”  To avoid plagiarism, students should place quotation marks around passages longer than two words which they have found in others’ writing; students should also footnote these quotations as fully as possible.  In addition, students should footnote material which they have drawn from others’ published and unpublished works and then paraphrased.  Plagiarism is clear grounds for dismissal from the State University of New York College at Brockport.  If a student is in doubt about the definition and seriousness of plagiarism, he or she should consult the instructor.  Disclaiming an intent to plagiarize is not a valid defense.


The instructor expects that PLS 361 students will adhere to S.U.N.Y. Brockport’s standards of academic honesty as outlined in the student handbook.
Attendance Policy The college has adopted the following attendance policy:

The student is responsible for all assigned course work and cannot be absolved of this responsibility.  When enrolled in a particular course, the student is obligated to do all of the work assigned.  Punctual and regular attendance is vital to the discharge of this obligation.  Absences, excused or not, do not alter this responsibility.


Absences will be excused for (a) documented illness, (b) official representation of the college, (c) death of a close relative, (d) religious holiday, and (e) other circumstances beyond the control of the student.  Substantiation of excused absences is the responsibility of the student.  Excuses for official representation of the college must be obtained from the official supervising the activity or percent. 


Absences deemed excessive by the instructor may result in a lowered grade.  Students whose unexcused absences exceed 15 percent of the scheduled classes and laboratories will be subject to failure at the instructor’s discretion.


Regulations more restrictive than those stated above, but not in conflict with them, may be established by the instructor for any course.


Instructors are responsible for distributing this attendance policy, and any addition, in writing, during the first class meeting.


Attendance Sheets Your instructor will distribute an attendance sheet each class day.  Students should sign their own names and only their own names on these sheets.


Disability Statement Your instructor would appreciate hearing from anyone in this class who has a special need which may be the result of a disability.  He is reasonably sure he can work out whatever arrangement is necessary, be it special seating, testing, or other accommodation.  See him after class, or during his office hours, as soon as possible.


Withdrawals are given only for illness or unusual circumstances.  Students should also be aware that course withdrawals which reduce their course load to fewer than twelve credit hours may affect their financial aid.  New York State regulations require students to complete six credit hours during the first two TAP payments, nine credit hours during payments three and four, and twelve credit hours for all payments over four.  Students who do not meet these requirements will be ineligible for TAP the following semester.  Federal aid programs may also be affected by dropping below full-time (twelve credit hours) status.  If a students decides to drop a course and consequently will be below twelve hours, he or she should contact the Financial Aid Office to determine the effect of such action on financial aid.


Classroom Behavior Faculty have the right to expect students to behave in a responsible, non-disruptive manner.  Serious disciplinary problems will be reported immediately to the Office of Vice-President for Academic Affairs.


Assigned Readings 

1.
Various articles placed on the PLS 361 Angel site

2.
Erikson, Robert S. and Tedin, Kent L., American Public Opinion (Sixth Edition)

3.
Larson, Stephanie Greco, Public Opinion Using MicroCase ExplorIt

The Erikson et al. and Larson books are available at the College Book Store and the Lift Bridge Bookstore on Main Street in Brockport.




    COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1
January 27th, 29th, 31st
Class Topic the nature of public opinion; 






political power and public opinion







Reading Assignment Erikson et al.,, pp. 






1 - 22; Michael J. Korzi, “Lapsed 







Memory? The Roots of American Public 






Opinion Research [on Angel]”  

Week 2
February 3rd, 5th, 7th

Class Topic  survey research; the 







origins of public opinion polling; the uses 






and misuses of survey research







Assignment Angel articles;








Erikson et al., pp. 23 - 50; Larson, pp. 






vii – xvii; Lawrence Jacobs, “Presidential







Manipulation of Polls and Public Opinion:







The Nixon Administration and the Polls,”







[on Angel]


First Quiz - Wednesday, February 5th on Erikson et al., pp. 1 - 50, Larson, pp. 

vii - xvii and articles placed on the PLS 361 Angel site.

Week 3
February 10, 12th, 14th
Class Topic political ideology; party 







identification; policy models; political 







knowledge







Reading Assignment









Erikson et al., pp. 51 - 81; Larson, pp. 






1 – 26; Sheldon R. Gawiser et al., “20 






Questions a Journalist Should Ask 






About 
Polls Results,” [on Angel]







Exercise 1 due February 12th


1.
How does the amount of attention citizens pay to politics or the amount of knowledge they have developed about politics affect their political opinions?


2.
How much of a consistent liberal or conservative ideology do Americans develop?


3.
Discuss how and why citizens develop party identifications.  How do their party identifications organizer political opinions.


4.
What questions should journalists raise concerning public opinion polls?


5.
Discuss how Larson defines various kinds of opinion distribution according to Larson, opinion direction, opinion components, opinion intensity, opinion stability and saliency, and demographics.  








Exercise 1 due February 12th
Week 4 
February 17th, 19th, 21st 
Class Topic  trends in policy opinions; 






ideological and partisan movement; 







mass belief










Reading Assignment Feldman and 

Zaller, “The Political Culture of Ambivalence [on Angel]; Angel articles; Erikson et al., pp.  82 - 111; Larson, pp. 27 - 46








Exercise 2 due February 19th

Second Quiz - Monday, February 17th on Erikson et al.,  pp. 51 - 111, Larson, 

pp. 1 - 46 and articles placed on the PLS 361 Angel site.

Week 5
February 24th, 26th, 28th
Class Topic Presidential approval; policy 






moods; mass belief systems 








Reading Assignment Angel articles


First Exam -Wednesday, February 26th

Week 6
March 3rd, 5th, 7th

Class Topic : political socialization; 







political learning; agents of political 







socialization; attitude change; 







manipulating public opinion









Reading Assignment Angel articles;







Erikson et al.,  pp. 112 -141; Larson, 






pp. 47 - 70







Exercise 3 due March 5th
Week 7
March 10th, 12th, 14th
Class Topic support for democratic 







principles; confidence on governmental 






institutions; political efficacy; 








personality and public opinion







Reading Assignment Angel articles;  







Erikson et al., pp. 142 - 169

Third Quiz - Wednesday, March 12th on Erikson et al., pp. 112 - 169, Larson, 

pp. 47 - 70 and articles placed on the PLS 361 Angel site.

Week 8
March 24th, 26th, 28th
 Class Topic  group differences in public 






opinion - gender, ethnicity, race, 







income,age, region









Reading Assignment Angel articles; 







Erikson et al., pp. 170 - 207; Larson, 






pp. 71 - 92








Exercise 4 due March 26th
Week 9
March 31st


Class Topic Print media 



April 4th


Reading Assignment  Erikson et al., pp. 






208 - 236


Fourth Quiz - Monday, March 31st on Erikson et al., pp. 170 - 236, Larson, pp. 

71 - 92,  and articles placed on the PLS 361 Angel site.

Week 10
April 7th, 9th, 11th

Class Topic electronic media







Reading Assignment Angel articles; 







Larson, pp. 93 - 118







Exercise 5 due April 11th

Second Exam - Monday, April 7th
Week 11
April 14th, 16th, 18th
 
Class Topic elections as channels of 






public opinion; policy issues; explaining 






electoral outcomes









Reading Assignment Angel articles and 






Erikson et al., pp. 237 - 263


Week 12
April 21st, 23rd, 25th
 
Class Topic  the impact of public 







opinion upon governmental officials







Reading Assignment Angel articles;







Erikson et al., pp. 264 - 289; Larson, 






pp. 119 - 148







Exercise 6 due April 23rd

Fifth Quiz - Monday, April 21st on Erikson et al., pp. 237 - 289, Larson, pp. 119 
- 148  and articles 
placed on the PLS 361 Angel site.

Week 13
April 28th, 30th

Class Topic political parties 



May 2nd



and public opinion; interest groups and 






public opinion










Reading Assignment Angel articles and 






pp. 290 - 312





Week 14
May 5th, 7th, 9th

Class Topic the meaning of public 







opinion for public policy








Reading Assignment Angel articles;







Erikson et al., pp. 313 - 324;Larson, pp. 






149 - 173







Exercise 7 due May 7th

Sixth Quiz - Monday, May 5th on Erikson et al., pp. 290 - 324, Larson, pp. 149 - 
173 and articles placed on the PLS 361 Angel site.

