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Instructor’s Objectives: Your instructor has the following objectives for Political Science 112:


This course introduces the student to the politics and government of four industrialized democracies  -- the United States, the United Kingdom, France, and Germany, one current Communist state -- China, and one former Communist state - Russia.   


The first few classes will focus on concepts, such as political system, structure, and function, and the theories that scholars employ in their comparative political analyses.  Subsequent classes and readings will examine 1. the history and political cultures of the aforementioned countries; 2. the roles which the American, British, German, Chinese, French, and Russian citizens play in elections, political parties, and interest groups; and 3. American, British, German, Chinese, French, and Russian legislatures, executives, courts, and bureaucracies as well as the processes by which they make public policy.  

Course Requirements:  There will be three, class-long exams.  The first exam will take place on Wednesday, February 26th; the second exam, on Monday, April 7th; and the third exam, during exam week, May 12th - 16th.  There will be, in addition, six quizzes on assigned readings.  The first two are scheduled for Wednesday, February 5th and Monday, February 17th. Your instructor will take the student’s higher score on these two quizzes and count it as twenty-five percent of his or her first exam result.  Your instructor will follow a similar procedure with the subsequent four reading quizzes which will take place on Wednesday, March 12th and Monday, March 31st (better score applied to students’ second exam) and Monday, April 21st and Monday, May 5th (better score applied to students’ third exam).  


Each exam will constitute 33.3 percent of the final course grade.  

Class Activities Your instructor will arrange class discussions in which students can participate.   Students may earn a maximum of 10 percent of the final course grade in extra credit points through these class activities. He will evaluate students’ performances according to the following criteria drawn from Edward G. Clarke’s article “Grading Seminar Performance.”


1. Content Mastery: The student must evidence an understanding of the facts, concepts, and theories presented in the assigned readings...  



2. Communication Skills: The student must be able to inform others in an intelligent manner about what he or she knows.  Ideas must be communicated clearly and persuasively.  Communication skills include listening to others and understanding what they have said, responding appropriately, asking questions in a clear manner, avoiding rambling discourses or class domination, using proper vocabulary pertinent to the discussion, building on the ideas of others, etc.


3. Synthesis/Integration: Students must illuminate the connections between the material under consideration and other bodies of knowledge....


4. Creativity: Students must demonstrate that they have mastered the basic material and have gone on to produce their own insights. ... Students must go beyond the obvious, by bringing their own beliefs and imagination to bear.  Creativity may be displayed by showing further implications of the material, by applying it to a new field, by finding new ways of articulating or setting the materials which produce significant insights, etc.


5. Valuing: The student should be able to identify the values inherent in the materials studied...

 An Advance Warning  If a student misses any of the exams without a medical excuse validated by a physician or hospital,  he or she will have to take a make-up test and write a ten-page paper on a topic in comparative politics chosen by the instructor.  If the student does not write this paper, he or she will lose 25 points on the make-up exam.


There will be NO make-up readings quizzes.

A Note on Plagiarism The American College Dictionary defines plagiarism as “.... copying or imitating the language, ideas, and thoughts of another author and passing off the same as one’s original work.”  To avoid plagiarism, students should place quotation marks around passages longer than two words which they have found in others’ writing; students should also footnote these quotations as fully as possible.  In addition, students should footnote material which they have drawn from others’ published and unpublished works and then paraphrased.  Plagiarism is clear grounds for dismissal from the State University of New York College at Brockport.  If a student is in doubt about the definition and seriousness of plagiarism, he or she should consult the instructor.  Disclaiming an intent to plagiarize is not a valid defense.


The instructor expects that PLS 112 students will adhere to S.U.N.Y. Brockport’s standards of academic honesty as outlined in the student handbook.
Attendance Policy  The College has adopted the following attendance policy:

The student is responsible for all assigned course work and cannot be absolved of this responsibility.  When enrolled in a particular course, the student is obligated to do all of the work assigned.  Punctual and regular attendance is vital to the discharge of this obligation.  Absences, excused or not, do not alter this responsibility.


Absences will be excused for (a) documented illness, (b) official representation of the college, (c) death of a close relative, (d) religious holiday, and (e) other circumstances beyond the control of the student.  Substantiation of excused absences is the responsibility of the student.  Excuses for official representation of the college must be obtained from the official supervising the activity or percent. 


Absences deemed excessive by the instructor may result in a lowered grade.  Students whose unexcused absences exceed 15 percent of the scheduled classes and laboratories will be subject to failure at the instructor’s discretion.


Regulations more restrictive than those stated above, but not in conflict with them, may be established by the instructor for any course.


Instructors are responsible for distributing this attendance policy, and any addition, in writing, during the first class meeting.

Attendance Sheets  Your instructor will distribute an attendance sheet each class day.  Students should sign their own names and only their own names on these sheets.

Disability Statement Your instructor would appreciate hearing from anyone in this class who has a special need which may be the result of a disability.  He is reasonably sure he can work out whatever arrangement is necessary, be it special seating, testing, or other accommodation.  See him after class, or during his office hours, as soon as possible.

Withdrawals are given only for illness or unusual circumstances.  Students should also be aware that course withdrawals which reduce their course load to fewer than twelve credit hours may affect their financial aid.  New York State regulations require students to complete six credit hours during the first two TAP payments, nine credit hours during payments three and four, and twelve credit hours for all payments over four.  Students who do not meet these requirements will be ineligible for TAP the following semester.  Federal aid programs may also be affected by dropping below full-time (twelve credit hours) status.  If a students decides to drop a course and consequently will be below twelve hours, he or she should contact the Financial Aid Office to determine the effect of such action on financial aid.

Classroom Behavior Faculty have the right to expect students to behave in a responsible, non-disruptive manner.  Serious disciplinary problems will be reported immediately to the Office of Vice-President for Academic Affairs.

Assigned Readings 

1.
Various articles placed on the PLS 112 Angel site

2.
Roskin, Michael G., Countries and Concepts: An Introduction to Comparative Politics (Seventh Edition)


The Roskin book is available at the College Book Store and the Lift Bridge Bookstore on Main Street in Brockport.




    COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1
January 27th, 29th, 31st
Class Topic Introduction to study of







foreign governments; the American 







political system; British political







history











Reading Assignment Roskin, pp.  1 - 33;

Week 2
February 3rd, 5th, 7th

Class Topic  the politics of 








industrialized democracies; 








the British Monarchy; the Cabinet; 







the Prime Minister; the British 







Parliament; the political history of the 






United Kingdom; the British Constitution; 






British society; patterns of British 







political interaction; British political 







parties; interest groups








Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 34 - 






48, 61 - 72; 


First Quiz - Wednesday, February 5th on Roskin, pp. 1 - 48, 61 - 72  and 

articles placed on the PLS 112 Angel site.

Week 3
February 10, 12th, 14th
Class Topic British political culture; 







 interest groups;  political participation; 






political parties







Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 49 - 






60

Week 4 
February 17th, 19th, 21st 
Class Topic  British governmental 







institutions; the British state and 







public policy; ongoing political disputes






Reading Assignment Roskin, pp.  73 - 






85



Second Quiz - Monday, February 17th on Roskin,  pp. 49 - 60, 73 - 85, 


and articles placed on the PLS 112 Angel site.

Week 5
February 24th, 26th, 28th
Class Topic French political history; the 






French Constitution; French 








political culture and attitudes; French 






society; 
 









Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 88 - 






102, 118 - 132


First Exam -Wednesday, February 26th

Week 6
March 3rd, 5th, 7th

Class Topic : French political and 







governmental institutions; patterns of 






political interaction; political parties;







interest groups; elections










Reading Assignment Roskin,  pp. 103 - 






117, 133 - 147

Week 7
March 10th, 12th, 14th
Class Topic the French state; French 






policy disputes; French political 







performance










Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 147 - 






161

Third Quiz - Wednesday, March 12th on Roskin, pp. 103 - 117, 133 - 161 and 

articles placed on the PLS 112 Angel site.

Week 8
March 24th, 26th, 28th
 Class Topic  current and former 







Communist regimes; Russian political 






history; Russian political culture







Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 236 - 






252, 267 - 278;


Week 9
March 31st


Class Topic Russian political culture 


April 4th



and participation;  governmental 







institutions; patterns of political







interaction; interest groups







Reading Assignment  Roskin, pp. 253 - 






266, 279 - 291


Fourth Quiz - Monday, March 31st on Roskin, pp. 236 - 291  and articles 

placed on the PLS 112 Angel site.

Week 10
April 7th, 9th, 11th

Class Topic Russian policy








disputes; the Russian political future; 






Third World political systems; Chinese 






political history; Chinese governmental 






and political institutions








Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 291 - 






303, 374 - 390


Second Exam - Monday, April 7th
Week 11
April 14th, 16th, 18th
 
Class Topic Chinese political culture, 






political interactions, and policy 







disputes; Chinese political culture; 







Chinese public policy; German political 






history; Nazism-its causes and effects; 






Post-W.W.II German history; German 






political culture; 









Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 390 - 






407, 162 - 178, 194 - 206

Week 12
April 21st, 23rd, 25th
 
Class Topic  German political history; 






federalism, constitution, governmental 






institutions; patterns of political 







interaction; parties and voting behavior







Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 179 - 






193, 207 - 220


Fifth Quiz - Monday, April 21st on Roskin, pp. 162 - 220, 390 - 407 and articles 
placed on the PLS 112 Angel site.

Week 13
April 28th, 30th

Class Topic German political parties; 


May 2nd


political culture; interest groups, policy 






disputes, public policy; German political 






performance; 










Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 221 - 






235

Week 14
May 5th, 7th, 9th

Class Topic lessons learned about 







comparative politics; global challenges 






and domestic responses








Reading Assignment Roskin, pp. 502 - 






506

Sixth Quiz - Monday, May 5th on Roskin, pp. 221 - 235, 502 - 506 and articles placed on the PLS 112 Angel site.
