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Undergraduates may occasionally want to take an elective course without risking a negative 

affect upon their grade point average (GPA). Students who have accumulated at least 54 credits 

(junior status), may take a maximum of one course on a Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory basis each 

semester (for a total of four semesters). Here are a few other points to remember about the S/U 

option: 

A. It is very important to note that students cannot take a course on an S/U basis to 

meet the requirements of a major, a minor, certification or professional areas, 

or the General Education program. Students can take a course in a major or 

minor on an S/U basis, however, if it is over and above the minimal 

requirements. (In this case, the course is no different than any other elective 

that might have been chosen.)  

B. Students must choose the credit option (S/U or letter grade) at the time of 

registration but can change it later if it is submitted to the Office of Registration 

and Records before the end of the late add period. After that, the option cannot 

be changed and this policy is rigidly enforced. For a change in credit type (S/U 

to letter grade and vice versa); students must come in or mail a letter to the 

Office of Registration and Records requesting this change by the late add 

deadline.   

C. The credit received in courses graded on the S/U option counts toward 

graduation requirements, but has no effect on the grade point average since the 

credit is non-indexable.   

D. The student’s right to choose an S/U option is in addition to any courses that 

are offered only on an S/U basis.  

E. The S/U option is sometimes confusingly referred to as “Pass/Fail.” This turns 

out to be a very misleading mistake. If students choose the S/U option, they 

receive a grade of “S” for work completed that the instructor decides is the 

equivalent of a letter grade of “C” or higher. If the instructor evaluates the work 

at a grade of “C-” or lower, the student will receive a “U” and will not receive 

credit for the course. In a graded course, the “D” grade, while denoting poor 

quality work, is still a passing grade.  



At the graduate level, a limited number of Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory grades, not to exceed nine 

credits, may be used in specified courses and teacher education practica at the 500 or 600 level 

with departmental approval. Additional credits on a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis may be 

taken at a 700 level or above with departmental approval. At the graduate level, an “S” grade 

indicates that work completed is at least “B” quality; an “S” grade is not calculated in the grade 

point average (is non-indexable). 

 

 


