Converting your SLN Course to ANGEL: A Pilot 


SLN/ANGEL Dictionary
	SLN
	ANGEL

	Bulletin Board
	Can be created with a Discussion Forum

	Calendar (individual course) 
	Calendar (cross courses) 

	Class Community Area
	Communicate Tab (will be evolving)

	Content Migration
	Process using Conversion Thingy to convert SLN content to ANGEL

	Conversion Thingy
	Tool that converts SLN course content into format that can be imported into an ANGEL course

	Course Information Area
	

 Course Information and Syllabus folder in the Modules Tab that houses orientation and syllabus-type documents

	Course Migration
	Process of adapting/optimizing content that has been imported from SLN, for use in ANGEL by MID or instructor

	Database
	Course

	Discussion Area
	

 Discussion Forum

	Documents
	Pages 

	Gradebook 
	Gradebook  

	Hypertext-only Document
	Not needed-any page can be hidden from view

	Meet Your Classmates Area and Personal Profile (individual course)
	User Profile in the Course Roster (cross courses)

	Modules
	Folders in the Modules Tab

	Multi-part Written Assignment
	

 Quiz or Survey or Drop-Box depending on intent

	My Evaluations Area
	Reports Tab: Gradebook and graphic reports about course progress

	Newsflash and Newsflash Archive
	Announcements (automatically archived in chronological order) 

	Private Folders Area
	Implemented as Team of two (Instructor and student)

	Private Notebook
	Instructor’s Notebook in Learning Object Repository (LOR)

	Question Area (Bottom of Module)
	Implemented as Icon and discussion within General Discussion Forum

	Replication
	All course work takes place online

	Sections
	Folders within folders

	Shared References
	Course Resources in Resources Tab

	Small Groups
	Teams

	Stand-alone Evaluation
	Comments attached to specific evaluations or general narrative evaluation for course

	Template
	ANGEL SLN Course Shell

	Test or Self-test
	

 Quiz
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A web-view of your SLN course (to see how your students will view your course content) 
	Click on the User preview “Goggles” for the User Preview Tool:
[image: image5.png]e Canale Stainecker - Edtor







	Written Assignments
	

 Drop-Box

	No Equivalent
	Chat, Whiteboard, Shared Desktop, Internal e-mail, Student and class reports, surveys


Format Recommendations
1. Modules: all modules will be placed in the ‘Lessons’ Tab. To be renamed ‘Learning Modules.’

2. Font Scheme: there will be two schemes based on the Verdana font that will be selectable in the HTML Editor: 

a. Regular: Verdana 10 for normal and Verdana 12 bold for headings. 

b. Access enhanced: Verdana 12 for normal and Verdana 14 bold for headings.

3. Page Layout: Use of bars as text separators add to the readability of web pages. Colored bars to complement campuses branding will be investigated. Note:  We will pilot this look with test courses before proceeding with fully automated styles. We will investigate automating the application of these formatting conventions via the conversion process or as preset styles in a master course design template.

Course Information Documents

4. Standard Documents: All documents currently residing in the Course Information panel (left side of SLN template) will be placed in a special module entitled “Course Information and Syllabus.” In the future, this might have a distinctive icon and color, to differentiate it from the other modules. At the same time, the SLN ID team will experiment with the ANGEL “Syllabus” tool, and other features and areas in ANGEL to determine if there are other options for this content area. 

5. Course Schedule: At this time, we recommend maintaining the schedule at a glance in the Course Information and Syllabus folder which is located in the Modules tab. 

Special Course Areas and Tools

6. CourseMap: The SLN ID team will be experimenting with ANGEL tools, features, and areas to develop recommendations and guidelines for a standardized ANGEL CourseMap and Course layout.
7. Class Community Area: The SLN ID team will be experimenting with ANGEL tools, features, and areas to develop recommendations and guidelines for a Class Community Area.
8. Private Folder: a special folder with this name will be automatically created in all ANGEL course shells. It will contain two-person teams formed by the instructor and each student, and will function similarly to the current private folder. At the same time, the SLN ID team will experiment with other ANGEL tools, features, and areas to determine if there are other options for this functional area.

9. Instructor’s Notebook: (formerly the SLN Private Notebook) this will be a special folder within the instructor’s Learning Object Repository or LOR, which is a new feature of ANGEL. An instructor will keep any personal changes to the course(s) in the LOR, and copy these resources to the modules before a new term starts. The SLN ID team will experiment with the conversion tool and other ANGEL tools, features, and areas to determine whether there are other options for this purpose.

10. Gradebook: Each instructor will need to create a gradebook for each course, containing the assignment categories, assignment activities, percentages, and grading scale, which should all be detailed in the current SLN  “How you will be evaluated?” document in the SLN Course Information documents. During this pilot, the SLN ID team will experiment with the conversion tool and other ANGEL tools, features and areas to determine if in the future there are options to assist and scaffold gradebook creation in a flexible way to accommodate a variety of teaching styles. 
11. Narrative Evaluation Comments: Instructor comments from evaluation activities (currently on the SLN evaluation forms): all evaluation activities in the gradebook will have a comment field in which the instructor can enter qualitative comments. The SLN ID team will experiment with the conversion tool and other ANGEL tools, features and areas to enhance and scaffold the narrative feedback/interaction course area.

12. Shared References: the Course Resources area in the Resources tab will substitute for this section. At the same time, the SLN ID team will experiment with the conversion tool and other ANGEL tools, features and areas to determine whether in the future there are ways to enhance and scaffold this functional course area.

13. Numbering of Modules and Documents: To facilitate navigation in the course, we strongly recommend that all modules be numbered and all module-related activities also be identified with the module number: readings, assignments, tests, discussions, workshops and others. This will facilitate internal references in the course and in the gradebook.

Adapted by SLN with permission from Empire State College.
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