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Chemistry Club Earns Honors

By Thomas W. Kallen

The Chair of the Department of Chemistry was notified the President of the American Chemical Society that the Chemistry Club, a Student Affiliates chapter of the American Chemical Society, had been selected to receive an Honorable Mention award for its chapter activities during the 2001-2002 academic year.  The award winning chapters will be honored at the 225th ACS National Meeting in New Orleans, LA, on Sunday, March 23, 2003.  They were also recognized in C & E News and in Chemistry, the student affiliates’ newsletter.

Last year’s Club officers who planned and carried out the activities recognized by the ACS, were: Larry Ducady Jr., President; Amanda Sturdevant, Vice President; Andrea Topolnycky, Treasurer, and Stacy Hess, Secretary.  The President of the American Chemical Society extended “his warmest congratulations to the students…for setting such a fine example for other chapters.”

Professor Markus Hoffmann, Faculty Advisor of the Chemistry Club, also received special mention from the President of ACS who wrote, “Few faculty members are willing to make the great commitment of time and energy that a successful chapter requires of its advisor.  It takes more than exceptional effort to be an award-winning chapter; it takes the nurturing attention of a dedicated advisor.  Professor Hoffmann’s efforts certainly represent the best in undergraduate science education and mentoring around the country.”

Of the 950 student affiliate chapters in the United States and Puerto Rico, 31 were honored as being “outstanding,” 55 were honored as being “commendable,” and 71 received “honorable mention.”  This year’s president of the Chemistry Club, Amanda Sturdevant, reports that the goal this year is to “move up a notch.”

The Department of Chemistry Undergoes “Program Review”

By Thomas W. Kallen

Late in the spring 2001 term, the Department of Chemistry, a “stable and mature” department, was chosen as one of four departments in the School of Letters and Sciences to engage in the Periodic Program Review (PPR) process during 2001-2002, the first year of the five-year cycle adopted for the review of all academic programs.

To initiate the review process, we prepared a self-study document during January 2002 and submitted it to Michael A. Maggiotto, Dean of the School of Letters and Sciences, in mid-February.  Maggiotto then selected two reviewers from the “consultants list” of the American Chemical Society Committee on Professional Training to review the self-study document and conduct the on-site review of the Department.  The reviewers chosen by Maggiotto, Professor Emeritus John W. Hill of the University of Wisconsin at River Falls and Professor Jerome Mullin of the University of New England in Biddeford, Maine, reviewed our self study document during March 2002 and then visited the department for two days in April.  This review team had the advantage of a “historical perspective” beyond that provided in our self-study document.  Professor Hill had also been a reviewer of the Department of Chemistry, with Professor Gus Silviera of the SUNY College at Oswego, during its last external review in 1994.  

Professors Hill and Mullin filed their review report with Dean Maggiotto in May 2002.  In their report, our external reviewers stated that the department “compares quite favorably” with 48 other schools visited by Dr. Hill. The curriculum was described as “sound” and the faculty as “well above average.” The department was praised for doing “an exceptional job of educating students in the chemical sciences by providing them with chemical knowledge, technical training, and the ability to think logically and analytically.”  The reviewers found “no significant deficiencies in either the breadth or depth of the curriculum.” The reviewers did not find a worrisome dependence upon adjunct instructors as is often encountered in similar departments.

The departmental self-study and the external reviewers’ report identified the following issues, issues that must be addressed in the form of an “action agenda” by the department and Dean Maggiotto in the near future.

Staffing concerns:  The department has undergone a number of staffing changes that have resulted in having a number of young members of the faculty progressing toward tenure. It is conceivable that several, if not all, of the tenured faculty could retire before these junior faculty members earn tenure, leaving the department’s faculty without the leadership of tenured faculty.  It is also important to recognize the need for maintaining continuity in the critical fields of expertise in the department in the face of future retirements. The example given was the field of biochemistry when Dr. Morris retires.

Curricular concerns:  The self-study found the curriculum to be generally strong, appropriately sequenced, and “lean.” The most important concern was the difficulty in offering courses that would increase the richness of the curriculum but would automatically have very low enrollment.  Another concern was the potential damage that could be done to the “core” curriculum by the unexpected departure of a faculty member teaching centrally important courses if he/she were to be replaced, at least in the short term, by adjunct instructors.

Facilities concerns:  The department’s facilities were viewed as badly in need of general renovation and are currently inadequate for the department in terms of total space and usability.  A major additional concern was that funds be made available for acquiring and maintaining critical pieces of instrumentation and equipment.  The example cited was the department’s need to upgrade or replace the nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer. Such equipment is certainly important for its uses in teaching. However, the absence of important pieces of equipment also makes the department less attractive to potential new faculty who would need access to up-to-date equipment.

The issues identified in the self-study and by the reviewers, including faculty/staff needs, curricular concerns, and facilities, will be the subject of discussion this year as the department’s Action Agenda is developed with Dean Maggiotto.

The complete text of the external reviewers’ report is on the Department’s Home Page at http://www.brockport.edu/~chemistry under the heading, “Administrative Documents.”

Woods Presents Research at Rochester Midland Corporation
By Markus M. Hoffmann

On August 13 Chris Woods, a SUNY Brockport senior and chemistry major, presented the results of his 2002 summer research at a Rochester Midland Corporation research group meeting.  Woods’ research was conducted under the joint supervision of Professor Markus M. Hoffmann and Mr. Jack D. Fox, an employee of Rochester Midland Corporation and a volunteer unpaid adjunct faculty member in the Department of Chemistry. The title of the talk was “Surfactant Studies Using EPR Spectroscopy.”

Woods had acquired so many EPR spectra during the summer that the spectra alone filled a 2" ring binder. In his talk he summarized the major trends in the data and discussed some possible explanations for the findings. Dr. Donald Wyman, President of the Research and Development unit at Rochester Midland, was very pleased with Woods’ presentation and research outcomes.

Woods’ work complements Rochester Midland's basic research into the properties of surfactants. As a consequence of this ongoing ESR project, it is possible that a formal research partnership will be established between SUNY Brockport and Rochester Midland, where Rochester Midland would provide funds for summer undergraduate research stipends. Negotiations to this end are currently in progress.

The Chemistry Alumni Fellowship Fund administered by the Brockport Foundation supported Woods’ summer 2002 research under Professor Hoffman and Mr. Fox.

Tubbs Presents Research at National ACS Meeting 

By Markus M. Hoffmann

SUNY Brockport senior, Jason Tubbs, presented his research with Professor Markus M. Hoffmann as a poster entitled "NMR Relaxation Measurements on Ionic Liquid Solvent Systems" twice at the 224th American Chemical Society National Meeting & Exposition held August 18-22, 2002, in Boston, MA.  The poster was first presented on Sunday night, from 8:00 to 10:00 PM, as part of the symposium on Ionic Liquids sponsored by the Industrial & Engineering Chemistry Section.  It was then presented on Monday, also from 8:00 to 10:00 PM, as part of the "Sci-Mix" poster session. Both poster sessions were well attended and Tubbs’ poster drew much attention.

This was the first National ACS meeting in Tubbs’ career and his first truly professional presentation. He apparently did quite well answering the questions of highly regarded professional scientists during his poster sessions.  Several even apologized to Tubbs for asking such difficult questions after they realized that he was, much to their surprise, “only an undergraduate” just about to enter his senior year. (Jason Tubbs’ impressions of presenting a poster paper at a National ACS Meeting are in the following article under his by-line.)

My Trip to the 224th ACS National Meeting
By Jason Tubbs
During the week of August 18th, I attended the 224th ACS National Meeting in Boston with the support of the local ACS chapter.  While attending the meeting I attended all of the sessions in the Industrial and Engineering Chemistry (I & EC) symposium, entitled “Ionic Liquids as Green Solvents: Progress and Prospects.”  I gave a poster presentation, “NMR Relaxation Measurements on Ionic Liquid Solvent Systems,” during the “I & EC” poster session on Sunday night and at the “Sci- Mix” poster session on Monday night.

Presenting a paper in the poster sessions proved to be a valuable experience for me.  In the course of the sessions I learned about other experiments that I could do to further my own research and also met some notable people in the field of ionic liquids like Tom Welton and Dr. Kenneth Seddon.

Chemistry Majors Present Research at Union College

By Markus M. Hoffmann

Chemistry majors Amanda Sturdevant, Jason Tubbs and Christopher Woods traveled with Professor Markus Hoffmann to Union College in Schenectady, NY on Saturday, October 5, 2002.  The students presented their summer research results at the 4th Robert A. Laudise Symposium, a symposium devoted to undergraduate research.

Studtevant and Tubbs presented posters entitled, "Spectroscopic Study of DCM as Fluorescent Probe of Solute-Solvent Interations" and "NMR Relaxation Measurements on Ionic Liquid Solvent Systems", and Christopher Woods gave an oral presentation on "Surfactant Studies Using Electron Paramagnetic Resonance (EPR) Spectroscopy".

The symposium was an experience that was enjoyed by everyone.  The student presenters met and got to know their peers at other colleges; and they were made to feel comfortable presenting their work as well.

Sturdevant, a first-time presenter, also met a and spoke with a faculty member from Syracuse University with whom she had been in contact while arranging for the travel of the Chemistry Club to the up-coming Graduate Chemistry Program Open House at SU.  This “chance encounter” demonstrates how naturally networking occurs while one is attending and presenting at professional meetings.  One must simply take advantage of the many opportunities to present your work.  Of course, being engaged in research with a faculty advisor is necessary before for this will happen (Editor’s Note:  quite obviously, this is a “word from our sponsor.”) 

Alumni News

By Thomas W. Kallen

Marty Keibel (’73) visited the department on a bad day this past summer---nobody was in their office at the time.  Keibel left his card and a brief note on Professor J. Emory Morris’ door:  “J. Emory – I was in Rochester looking at the U. of R. for my son.  Hope you and all my teachers are well.  I’m doing very well with my practice of 20 years, my wife, son 17 and daughter 13.  Best wishes to you.  Fondly, Marty.”

Keibel received his MD from the SUNY Health Science Center College of Medicine in Brooklyn, NY (“Downstate,” for short) in 1977.  He then completed his residency in the Maine-Dartmouth Family Practice Residency in Augusta, ME, before opening his practice in Manchester, CT, as a certified member of the American Board of Family Practice.

We’re really sorry we missed you Marty!  We won’t let it happen again!

Jim Knittel (’74) is an Associate Professor of Medicinal Chemistry in the College of Pharmacy of the University of Cincinnati.   Knittel received his PhD in Medicinal Chemistry in 1981 from the University of Connecticut, completed a one-year post-doctoral appointment at the University of Arizona, and took his first job as an Associate Professor of Medicinal Chemistry in the College of Pharmacy at Rutgers University in 1982 before joining the faculty of the University of Cincinnati in 1985.  Knittel reports that he has just started a year-long sabbatical leave at Proctor and Gamble Pharmaceuticals where he will be working with a computational chemistry group learning QSAR/QSPR and molecular modeling.

Jim Knittel’s wife, Alice Gawron (’74), who earned an M.S. in Pharmacology from the University of Connecticut, just completed her Doctor of Pharmacy degree (PharmD) at the University of Cincinnati in June.  The Knittels have two children, Justin, who just finished his freshman year at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, and Nick, who will be a high school sophomore this fall.

Both Knittels were members of then Assistant Professor Thomas W. Kallen’s very first College Chemistry I and II class as sophomores in the 1971-72 academic year.  They were initially biology majors but signed-on as second majors in chemistry after that year.  Professor Kallen apologizes for any career inconvenience this may have caused!

Bill Stevens (’77) is the director of Southern Illinois University’s nuclear magnetic resonance facility in Carbondale, IL.  Stevens received his PhD in Inorganic Chemistry from Iowa State University in Ames, IA, in 1986, completed a two-year post-doctoral appointment in the Department of Biochemistry at the University of Alabama-Birmingham in 1988, and accepted a one-year appointment as NMR Specialist at Loyola University of Chicago before joining the faculty of Southern Illinois University in 1989.

Stevens is one of the original members and a member of the steering committee of the Association of Managers in Magnetic Resonance Laboratories, is a member of the Analytical Laboratory Managers’ Association, and is a contributing editor of Managing the Modern Laboratory.

Stevens has posted a Web page about his SUNY Brockport experience on the NMR facility’s home page.  Here you may see pictures of Bill and the graduating class of 1977, as well as pictures of Professors John W. Bixler, James E. Eilers, Derek L. Hill, Thomas W. Kallen, J. Emory Morris, Kenneth D. Schlecht, and Kermit A. Schroeder. All except Professor Kallen had more hair in 1977 than they do now! (http://opie.nmr.siu.edu/graduation.html)

Stevens also asked the Times to tell Professor Richard V. Mancuso that the proper word to express the thought, “eepsy peepsy,” is “infinitesimal.”  Has “eepsy peepsy” been “bugging” Stevens for the last 25 years?

Mark Horn (’82) stopped to say “hi” during the first week of class in late August.  Horn is Operations Manager for the Eastern Service Workers Association in Rochester, NY, and was on campus recruiting student volunteers for the Association.  This organization has its roots in the migrant farm workers movements of the 70’s, is community-based (accepts no governmental support), and provides clothing, medical care, legal advice, food and other basic needs for low-income workers employed in all sectors of the economy.  Horn characterizes himself as an “unpaid, full-time volunteer working on behalf of the disenfranchised.”  He remembers that when he first went to work for the Association 20 years ago, his pay was $5 and a pack of cigarettes a day.  Professor Thomas W. Kallen characterizes him fondly as a “child of the 70’s who remains true to the ideals of the 70’s.”  Youthful ideals are not the exclusive domain of the young!

Renee Earl (’01), a second-year graduate student in chemistry at SUNY Albany this year, writes, “Well, my first year of graduate school is finally completed!  It went well, I have a 3.44 GPA. I changed my concentration to Inorganic chemistry.  Organic just wasn't for me.  I enjoy teaching labs and helping the undergraduate students.  This summer I've started my main research project.  I'm working with a professor from Russia, Dr. Marina Petrukhina.  She is new this year and one of the three inorganic professors we have at Albany.”

Earl received the Chemistry Alumni Fellowship for research under Professor Thomas W. Kallen in 2000 and also worked with Professor Markus M. Hoffman during her senior year at SUNY Brockport.

 

Jennifer Wiederhold (’01) who is employed by Tritest Laboratories in Wilmington, NC, has announced her engagement to Adam Donohue of Hannibal, NY.  Their wedding is planned for July 5, 2003, in Rochester.

Richard Taylor (’02) entered the SUNY Brockport MS in Education alternative secondary certification program this past summer.  Taylor is, of course, pursuing institutional teaching certification in chemistry and general science (7-12).

Somebody should point out to “Rich” that high school teaching is not a cushy job like that of a college professor.  Hmmm…he really wouldn’t have to work in the summer, would he?

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS IMPORANT TO US!

By Thomas W. Kallen

Two funds held and managed by the Brockport College Foundation regularly support the summer undergraduate research activities in our Department: the Morris Fellowship Fund, established by Professor J. Emory Morris and the Chemistry Alumni Fund.  While income from the Morris Fund will support the award of one summer undergraduate research fellowship each year, income from the Chemistry Alumni Fund is much less and will support the award of one summer undergraduate research fellowship every other year.  We would like to increase the corpus of the Chemistry Alumni Fund to the extent that it too would support one undergraduate fellowship each year.

The summer undergraduate research fellowships are currently fixed at $3,200 for eight weeks of research under the supervision of a chemistry faculty member.  The research project and the faculty research mentor are selected by the award recipient from a list of possible projects and mentors that are advertised by the department early in March.  The faculty research mentor receives no financial compensation for supervising the student’s research.  However, benefits may accrue to the research mentor if the student’s research proves to be fruitful and the work leads to a publication.

You may contribute to either fund directly or you may direct your contribution to the chairman of the Department of Chemistry who will forward it to the Brockport College Foundation.  If your gift is directed to the Department of Chemistry chairman, we will be able to acknowledge it in a more timely fashion. In either case, the Brockport College Foundation will acknowledge your gift for tax purposes.  Pertinent addresses are:


Brockport College Foundation


Office of Institutional Advancement


SUNY College at Brockport


350 New Campus Drive


Brockport, NY  14420-2926


Thomas W. Kallen, Chairman


Department of Chemistry


SUNY College at Brockport


350 New Campus Drive


Brockport, NY 14420-2971

In either case, be sure to note on your check the name of the fund to which you would prefer to have the gift credited.  If no designating notation is included with your gift, the gift will be credited to the Foundation’s general fund.


If you have news about yourself that you wish to have included in the “Alumni News” section of The Department of Chemistry Times, please send it by e-mail to the editor, Tom Kallen, at tkallen@brockport.edu.
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